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(Primarily  for  the  use  of  the     Land  Use  Planninr:  Personnel  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  and  collaborating  offices 
and  agencie  s . ) 


FEDERAL  LEGISUlTIOW 
AGRICTJLTURE 

S.  2737.    Fir.  Pope  and  Fr.  FcGill,     H.R.  8505.    Mr.  Jones.  (The 
New  Farm  Bill),    Approved  February  16,   1938,  Public  Law  450. 

To  regulate  interstate  and  foreifrn  corrm.erce  in  cotton,' 
wheat,  corn,  tobacco  and  rice,  to  maintain  parity  of  prices, 
to  provide  an  ever  normal  granary  and  to  conserve  soil  re- 
sources . 

Title  T.     A:CTD^^]UTS  TO  THE  SOIL  COFSSRmTIO^-  A^D  D0HT3STIC 
ALLOT- 1SJT  ACT.  -  The  amendments  to  the  Soil  Conservation  and 
Domtestic  Allotment  Act  (Sec,  8  (b)  and  (c),  are  designed  to 
make  the  act  conform,  to  thep revisions  of  the  new  act,  and  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  to  exorcise  his  powers  to  make  payments 
or  grants-in-aid,  under  that  act,  so  as  to  carry  out  the  purpose 
of  reesto.blishing  the  ratio  of  farm.or's  income  to  the  income  of 
other  persons  prevailing  during  the  base  period.     Now  subsections 
are  added,  to  provide  tjiat  payments  based  upon  soil  conserving 
practices  are  to  be  divided  between  landlords,  tenants,  and  share- 
croppers,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  to  which  they  respectively 
contribute  to  carrying  out  the  practices,  and  that  such  pa^Tnents 
be  made  directly  to  those  entitled  thereto,     paym-cnts  to  all 
persons  arc  to  be  increased  by  percentages  gra.duP-ted  to  a  m.ax- 
imum.  of  40,  but  no  increase  may  raise  the  pa;/irient  more  than  'VSOO, 
Total  payments  m.ay  not  exceed  .flO,000.  (Sec.   102).  sub- 
sections are  also  added  to  prevent  landlords  from  reducing  the 
number  of  sharecroppers  or  tenants  so  :\s  to  increase  their  ovm 
benefits • 

TitlG  II.    ADjnSBSNT  IN  FREIG^TT  IIATE*^,  WT^  USES  ANP  FARKET?, 
AND  DISPOSITION  OF  SURPLUS.  -  The  Secretary  is  authorized  to  make 
comiplaint  to  the  ■'-nterstate  '^ominerce  Comimission  mth  respect  to 
freight  rates  on  farm,  products.    ^''<hen  other  persons  make  complaint 
to  tlie  Interstate  ^-'ommerce  Comjnission  respectin':  rates  on  farm 
comm.odities  the  '^ecrotarv  must  be  notified,   and,  UDon  application, 
be  heard  (^^ec.  201).     -"^our  Regional  research  laboratories  are 
to  be  cstai-ilished  by  the  'Secretary  for  the  purpose  cf  conducting 
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research  into  and  developing  nevr  scientific  uses  and  new  and 
extended  markets  for  farm  coirvmodities .     The  Socretary  shall 
cooporatG  vvith  other  federal  and  state  or  orivate  agencies  and 
accept  any  voluntary  services,  property  or  funds  for  this 
purpose,     -^he  Federal  Surplus  Coniinoditie s  '-'crporation  is  given 
additional  life  until  1942. 

Title  III.     LOAIJS,  PiiRITY  PAYJ/ENTS,  CONSTJT'SR  SAFEGTViRDS, 
AND  I'ARKETINO  QUOTAS.  - 

A.     Loans  and  Parity  Pa;^,Tnents,  - 
(l)  Loans  -  The  Coinrncdity  Credit  CorpoFation,  upon  recommendation 
by  the  ^e'cretary  lArith  the  approval  of  the  President,  shall  maT'e 
loans  on  agricultural  and  dairy  products.     The  amounts,  terms, 
and  conditions  of  the  loans  are  to  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary 
with  the  approval  of  the  corporation  and  the  President,  except' 
where  specific  rates,  aiaounts  and  terms  of  loans  are  set  forth, 
and  may  not  be  varied. 

lAJheat.    Provision  is  made  for  mandatory  loans  on  wheat  in  a 
marketing  year,  if  on  "^uly  15  the  farm  price  of  wheat  is  beloTv 
52  percent  of  parity  or  if  the  ^^uly  crop  ostim.ate  is  in  excess 
of  a  normal  yes-r's  domestic  consumption  and  exports.     Loans  are 
then  to  be  made  to  cooper at or s  at  not  less  than  52  percent  and 
not  more  than  75  percent  of  parity  price  as  of  the  beginning  of 
the  m.arketing  year.    Loans  shall  be  nuide  to  nonco operators  if 
marketing  quotas  are  in  effect  for  the  marketing  year,  at  rates 
equal  to  60  percent  of  the  rate  to  cooperators  and  only  on  that 
portion  of  the  noncooperator '  s  wh.eat  which  is  subject  to  market- 
ing quota  r estri'" ti ons  « 

Cotton.     Similarly,  mandatory  loans   are  made  on  cotton  if  on 
August  1  the  average  price  on  the  ton  m.arkets  of  seven-eighths 
^''fiddling  spot  cotton  is  below  52  percent  of  parity  or  the  August 
crop  estim.ate  for  cotton  is  in  excess  of  a  normal  year's  domestic 
consumption  and  exports.     The  rates  are  to  bo  not  less  than  52 
percent  and  net  m_crc  than  75  percent  of  parity  price  for  cotton 
at  the  beginning  of  the  marketing  year.     These  rates  apply  to 
loans  to  cooperators.     If  m^arketing  quotas  are  in  effect  for  the 
marketing  year,  loans  a.re  to  be  m.ade  to  noncooperators  at  60 
percent  of  the  rate  to  cooperators,  and  only  on  the  amount  sub- 
ject to  marketing  quota  restrictions. 

Corn.     Iviandatory  loans  are  provided  for  corn  during  any  market- 
ing ye.ar  when  the  ■LVjvember  crop  esti'^iate  is  in  excess  of  a 
norm.al  year's  domestic  consuinption  and  exports  or  if,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  m.arketing  year,  the  fQ.rm  price  of  corn  is  belovr 
75  percent  of  parity  price.     The  rates  of  the  Irans  are  specified 
and  range  from.  75  percent  of  paritj-  to  52  percent  of  parity.  In 
general,  it  can  be  said  that  the  rate  is  lower  as  the  supply 
increa^sos.     These  are  the  rates  applicable  to  cooperators  in  the 
commercial  corn-producing  area.     Loans  to  noncooperators  in  the 
comm.ercial  corn-producing  area  shall  be  m.adf^  when  marketing  quotas 
are  in  effect  but  only  on  corn  stored  under  .seal  in  complie.nce 
with  t?.ie  storage  requirements  of  the  act.     "'"he  rate  in  such  cases 


is  60  percent  of  the  rate  to  cooperators.     Loans  shall  be  nade 
to  cooperators  outside  the  cciiTnGrcial  corn-producing  area  at 
75  percent  of  the  rate  of  loans  to  cooperators  mthin  the  com- 
mercial corn-producing  area, 

General.     The  Secretary  is  given  the  power  tr  modify  the  rate 
of  loans  on  commodities  of  a  quality  above  or  below  standard 
so  as  to  reflect  differences  from  standard, 

Cooperators  are  -oroducers  on  whose  farms  the  acreage  plant- 
ed does  not  exceed  the  applicable  amount  under  the  farm  acreage 
allotment  of  the  marketing  quota  provisions.     In  the  case  of  a 
producer  outside  the  commercial  corn-producing  a.rea,  he  is  a 
cooperator  if  his  acreage  planted  to  soil-depleting  crops  does 
not  exceed  his  acreage  allotment  for  such  crops  under  the  Soil 
Conservation  and  Domestic  -'allotment  Act.    A  producer  is  deemed 
to  have  exceeded  his  acreage  a.llotment  only  if  he  knovdngly 
does  so. 

Loans  are  not  to  be  made  on  a  comm.oditj'-  after  an  adverse 
referendura  on  marketing  quotas  with  respect  to  that  commodity 
•until  the  beginning  of  the  second  succeeding  marketing  year 
follomng  the  vote. 

Provision  is  made  under  w'dch  no  producer  is  to  be  personally 
liable  for  deficiencies  arising  out  of  sale  of  the  collateral 
unless  the  loan  was  obtained  by  fraudulent  misrepresentation. 

The  Comirodity  Credit  Corporation  is 'directed,  with  the  consent 
of  the  '^ocreta.ry,  to  utilize  the  service,   facilities,  and  personnel 
of  the  -department  of  Agriculture  in  carrying  out  the  loan  provisions, 
(Sec.  302). 

(2)  Parity  Payments,  -  If  and  when  appropriations  are  ma.de  for  this 
purpose,  the  Secretary  is' to  m.ake  parity  pavmerts  to  producers  of 
corn,  wheat,  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco. 

Payments,   if  made,  are  tr  be  made  on  the  producer's  norm.al 
production  of  the  comjnodity  ,  in"  amounts  ^vhich,  together  with  the 
proceeds  from  the  comrp.odity,  will  provide  a  return  as  nearly 
equal  to  parity  price  as  the  funds  will  permit.     Provision  is  made 
that  the  amj^unts  apportioned  to  the  several  comrodities  will  be 
allotted  in  proportion  to  the  smount  by  which  they  fail  to  reach 
parity  income. 

B,     Marketing  Quotas,  - 
Tobacco.     The  Secretary  is  authorized  to  proclaim  (within  15  days 
after  enactment)  the  amount  of  a  national  marketing  quota  in  terms 
of  the  quantity/  of  tobacco  v/hich  ffiay  be  marketed.     This  is  an 
amount  which,  will  make  available  for  the  m.arkoting  year  for  which 
the  quota  is  in  effect  a  supply  of  tobacco  equal  to  the  reserve 
supply  level.    Within  30  days  after  the  proclamation  of  a  market- 
ing quota,  the  'Secretary  shall  conduct  a  referend-um,  upon  such  quota 
among  the  farm^ers  engaged  in  the  production  of  tobacco,  to  determine 
whether  such  farmers  are  in  favor  of  or  opposed  to  such  quota.  If 
more  than  l/S  of  the  voting  farmers  oppose  the  quota,  it  shall 
not  become  effective.     The  national  m.arketing  quota  for  tobacco 
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(less  an  amount  to  be  allotted  to  nev-r  farms  and  for  increas- 
ing allctments  to  si-all  farms   )  is  to  be  apportioned  by  the 
Secretary  anong  the  several  states  on  the  basis  of  total 
production  of  tobacco  in  each  state  during  the  five  calendar 
jrears  preceding  the  year  the  quota  is  proclaimed  (plus  in 
applicable  years  the  normal  production  of  the  acreage  divert- 
ed unf^er  previous  agricultural  adjustment  and  conservation 
programs).    T-'Ocessary  adjustments  are  to  be  made  for  abnormal 
conditions  of  production,   for  sm.all  fanns,  and  for  trends  in 
production,  due  consideration  being  given  to  plcant  diseases. 
The  Socreto-ry  shall  provide  through  local  committees  for  the 
allotr^cnt  and  marketing  quota  for  any  state  am.ong  the  farm.s 
on  ivhich  tobacco  is  produced,  taking  into  consideration  vroather, 
economic,  and  soil  conditions,   (Sec.  315). 

J.'arketing  of  any  tobacco  in  excess  of  the' marketing  quota 
for  the  farra  on  xvhich  the  tobacco  was  produced,  except  the 
marketing  for  by-product  uses^ shall  be  subject  to  penalty  of 
50%  of  the  m.arkctin^  quota,  to  bo  computed  at  specific  rates 
for  different  types  ^^f  tobacco.     The  penalty  shall  be  paid 
by  the  person  vjho  acquires  such  tobacco  fromi  the  producer 
but  may  bo  deducted  by  the  buyer  from,  the  price  paid  to  tlie 
producer.  (>^ec,  314). 

Corn.     %enevor  the  total  supply  of  corn,  as  determined  from 
available  statistics  on  October  1,  T.dll  exceed  the  norm.al 
cupply  by  mioro  th.an  10%,  marketing  quotas  shall  be  proclaimed 
for  the  comm.ercial  farm  producing  -areas  for  the  crop  of  corn 
gro-m  in  such  area,  in  that  calendar  year.     "^Tithin" twenty  days 
after  the  date  of  proclaiming  the  marketing  qiiota,  a  referendum 
shall  be  C'^nducted  amiong  the  farmers  ivho  "reuld  be  subject  to 
svich  quotas  to  dotorm.ine  whether  they  are  in  favor  of  or  opposed 
to  such  quotas.     If  more  than  l/3  of  the  fanciers  voting  are  in 
oppositi on,  such  quotas  shall  be  inoperative. 

If  the  ^iocreto.ry  find  that  the  e.ctual  productinn  of  corn 
in  any  county  or  other  area,  plus  the  corn  stored  under' seal  in 
such  county  or  area,   is  loss  than  the  normal  production,  ho  shall 
tenainate  the  quotas  in  such  c^'-unty  or  area,     ^-.creage  allotments 
which  ""Ad  11  produce  an  amount  equal  to  the  reserve  supply;-  level 
are  to  bo  proclaim.ed  'by  the  "^ocret.ary  by  February  1  of  eo.ch  year, 
upon  a  basis  of  the  average  yield  during  the  preceding  10  yep.rs . 
The  acreage  allotmicnts  are  to  be  apportioned  am.ong  the  counties 
in  the  "commercial  area"  on  the  basis  of  the  seeded  acreage  of 
the  preceding  10  years.     The  coionty  allotm-ont  is  to  be  apportion- 
ed among  the  farm^s  tdthin  the  county  on  the  basis  of  tillable 
acreage,  topography',  type  of  soil,  etc.     The  penalty  provisions 
are  simdlar  to  those  for  tobacco  except  that  th.c  am.ount  of  the 
penalty  is  15  cents  a  bushel, 

"%eat.     The  acreage  allotm.ent  for  wher.t  shall  be  proclaimed  by 
the  Secretary  bv  July  15  of  the  preceding  year.     The  acreage 
allotment  for  1938  is  set  at  62,500,000  acrea.     The  acreafre  shall 
be  apportioned  among  the  states,  the  state  acreages  among  the 
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states,  the  state  acreages  amon^  the  counties,  an'l  the  county 
acreap^es  cuTiOnj"  the  fa.rns . 

Whenever  the  total  supnly  at  the  bepimjin,;-;  of  the  mrket- 
inp  year  appears  to  exceed  the  nonr.al  donestic  consuRpticn  and 
exports  noro  tiian  35/o,  the  Secretary  shall  proclairi  a  national 
rarketinp;  quota,  in  terms  of  a  total  quantity  of  wheat  and  also 
in  teriiis  of      narketinp  percentage  of  the  national  acreage 
allotment  for  the  current  crop,     A  reforenduri  shall  bo  conduct- 
ed aFiong  farraers  vrho  ivill  be  subject  to  the  quota  tn  deterirano 
whether  such  farriors  favor  or  opp^^sc  such  quota,  and,  if  more 
than  1/3  of  the  farmGrs  voting  arc  in  onnosition,    such  quota 
shall  be  suspended,     A  penalty  of  15d  a  bushel  is  to  be  assessed 
for  inarketing  wheat  in  excess  of  the  fanr^  narkctinf:  qiiota. 
Cotton,     A  nati^vnal  all'^tTPcnt  of  cotton  shall  be  proclaired  in 
terms  of  standard  bales  by  the  year.     The  national  allotment 
for  each  year  is  to  be  apporti'^nod  maon,-:  the  several  states 
on  the  basis ' of  their  production  of  cotton  during  the  five  pre- 
codin;:  years,  with  alloTrances  for  land  diverted  under  previous 
agricultural  adjustment  and  conservation  programs.    The  Secre- 
tary then  fixes  acreage  allotm^ents  which  will,  on  the  basis  of 
average  yield  of  the  sto^te,  produce  a  nuraber  of  bales  equal  to 
the  state  allotment.     The  acreage  allotted  to  any  c-^unty  s  liall 
be  apportioned  on  the  basis  of  the  acreage  planted  during  the 
five  preceding  years.     The  county  acroago  shall  be  prorated 
among  fcarrs  on  the  basis  of  the  acreage  planted  in  the  three 
preceding  years,     A  m.arketing  quota  for  the  marketing  year 
shall  be  proclo.im.ed  by  the  Secretary  and  a  referendum  shall  be 
conducted  to  determine  whether  txie  farmers  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  cotton  favor  or  oppose  such  quota..     If  m.ore  than  l/3 
of  the  fanricrs  voting  oppose  such  qiiotas,  the  Secretary  shall  pro- 
claim them  ineffective,    penalti'js  of  2p'  a  pound  arc  provided 
for  that  mo.rke  ted  during  the  first  m.arketing  year  when  quotas 
are  in  effect,  and  3cf  a  pound  if  m.arketed  during  any  subsequent 
year.     Persons  ];mowin,'::ly  planting  cotton,  on  acreage  in  excess 
of  a  farm'  acreage  allotment  shall  not  be  eligible  for  payment 
under  the  soil  conservation  domiostic  allotm.ent  act. 
Rice,    .A  national  acreage  allotment  of  rice  shall  be  proclaim.ed 
by  the  Secretary  for  any  calendar  year  on  the  basis  of  the  nation- 
al average  yield  of  rice  for  the  five  calendar  years  preceding. 
The  allotment  is  designed  to  produce  an  amount  of  rice  which, 
together  with  a  co.rry-over,  "-all  ma]-.e  cavailable  not  less  than  the 
normal  sunnly.     The  norm.al  acreage  allotriOnt  shall  bo  apT^orticned 
am.ong  the  several  states  and  am.ong  the  rice  nroducing  farm.ers  on 
tl\e  basis  of  past  nroduction,   land,   labor,   and  available  equip- 
ment for  the^  production  of  rice  with  due  allo-^-rance  for  farms 
producing  rice  for  the  first  time  in  five  years.     The  '^ecreto.ry 
shall  also  proclaims  a  national  miarketing  quota  provided  the 
current  m.arketing  supnly  exceeds  the  normal  sup^;ly  by  10^,  A 
referendum  shall  be  conducted  tjI  thin  30  days  after  the  marketing 
quota  is  y.)roclo.imed  to  determine  w/iether  the  producers  subject 
tp  tje  quota  favor  or  opnose  it.     If  more  than  l/3  of  the  producers 


voting  oppose  such  quota,   the  Secretary  shall  i-^roclair'  it* 
Any  producers  v^ho  inarket  rice  in  excess  of  their  quota  shall 
be  subject  to  a  penalty  of  \</.  a  pound  for  the  excess  so  marketed. 
C,    ArJininistrative  Provisions,  - 

All  acreage  allotments  and  farm  market in r  quotas,  in 
accordance  Tdth  rerrulations  of  the  Secretary,   shall  be  freely 
available  for  public  inspection,    j--  reviev-r  committee  composed 
of  throe  local  farmers  is  created  for  the  purpose  of  hearing 
complaints  of  farmers  dis satisfied  mth  marketing  quotas. 
Appeals  may  be  mxide  from  the  review  committee's  decisions  to 
the  United  States  District  *-'ourts,  or  to  any  State  court  of 
record  having  general  jurisdiction,     -fhen  the  Secretarv  fin'-^-S 
marketing  quotas  mil  cause  subnormal  supplies  for  the  rarket- 
ing  year  for  any  commodity,  he  shall  proclaimi.  the  termination 
of  existing  quota. 

beginning  v.dth  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1938,  there 
is  authorized  to  be  appropriated  for  each  fiscal  year,  for 
administration  of  the  bill  and  for  making  soil  conservation 
and  other  payments,  such  sums  as  Congress  may  determine  in 
addition  to  any  amount  made  available  pursuant  to  Section  15' 
of  the  Soil  Conservation  and  Dom.ostic  Allotment  -'i-ct,     t5, 000, 000 
is  made  available  for  carrying  cut  Sections  7-17  of  the  Soil 
Conservation  a.hd  Dom.estic  Allotm.ent  Act,  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1938,  for  the  administrative  expenses.  The 
adm.inistrative  expense  for  subsequent  years  is  not  to  exceed 
5/?  of  the  apcrogate  am^ount  appropriated. 

Title  iy,  "cotton  pool  PARTICIPATION  TRUST  CERTIFICATES  - 
The  Secretary  of  the  ■'■reasury  is  authorized  to  purchase  upon 
the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  ^Agriculture,  pool  participation 
trust  certificates.     The  sum  of  |l, 800,000  is  authorized  to  be 
appropriated  for  this  purpose. 

Title  V.     CROP  INSTJRiiNCE  -  A  Federal  C^op  Insurance  Corpor- 
ation is  created,  mth  a  capital  stock  of    |100,000,000  sub- 
scribed by  the  United  'States,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  pro- 
ducers of  wheat  against  loss  in  yeilds  due  to  certain  unavoid- 
able causes  v/hich  are  enumerated.     Premiums  as  fixed  bj^  the 
corporation  are  to  be  payable  cither  in  wheat  or  cash  on  the 
basis  of  the  appraised  average  crop  loss  of  wheat  on  the  insured 
farm  for  a  representative  period.     The  corporation  is  aut?iorized 
to  adjust  and  pay  claims  for  losses  either  in  vfheat  or  cash  under 
rules  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,     The  corporation  is 
given  the  power  to  purchase,  store  or  provide  storage  facilities 
for,  and  sell  wheat,  and  nay  an;/  expenses  incident  thereto. 
Restrictions  are  placed  upon  the  corpora.tion' s  purchase  and 
sale  of  wheat,  to  prevent  the  corporation  from  making  any  un- 
necessary purchases  or  sales  and  to  prevent  speculation, 
$6,000,000  is  authorized  to  be  approprio.ted  for  adm.inistrative 
costs  of  the  corporation  for  each  fiscal  year  beginning  after 
June  30,  1933,  to  be  expended  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
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S,  3344,     I/r.  Gillotto,  ^oinnittGe  on  Finance,  January  31, 

To  exton':"  the  tiire  for  filinp;  claims  for  rcfiinc!  of  amounts 
paid  as  taxes  UT'clor  the  j^rricultural  Adjustment  Act,   from  July  1, 
1937,   to  December  1,  1938". 

BAITKIKG  CREDIT 

H.  R.  9160,     li'Ir,  ^inderup.     To  Cotimittee  on  ^-gri culture, 
Ja^iuary  25, 

To  amend  the  Em.crpency  Farm  Mortgafco  Apt  of  1933  to  enable 
tenant  farmers  a.nd  others  v;ho  are  actually  enf:ar:'ed  personally 
in  the  operation  of  farms  or  vjiio  intend  immediately  to  engage 
in  farming,  to  acquire  farms  of  their  o^m.     The  Land  Bank'  Com- 
mdssioner  is  authorized  (l)  to  repurchase,  vrhero  feasible,  real 
property  upon  viiich  second  mortgages  m.ade  under  section  32  of 
this  Act  have  been  foreclosed;     (2)  to  purchase  real  property 
when  necessary  to  protect  second  m.ortgar-'os  so  ma^le;     (3)  to 
partition  properties  acquired  under  this  ecction  into  smaller 
farm.s  vrhcn  practicable  in  tho  judgm.ent  of  the  Land  Bank  ^om- 
m.issioncr,  anr'  to  resell  them,  under  this  section;  and  (4)  to 
purchase  other  reo.l  ""roperty  for  the  same  purpose.  Property 
to  be  purchased  must  first  be  appraised  by  the  appraisers  of 
the  ^''arm  Credit  Administration,  and  Irans  m.ade  thereon  may 
not  be  in  excess  of  tho  am.ount  for  i^jiich  the  property  is  appraised. 
After  acquisition,  tho  Commissioner  shall  sell,  upon  application, 
to  a  bona  fide  tenant  farmer  or  one  who  is  engaged  in  farming,  at 
the  price  for  ivhich  such  property  vAS  acquired,     on  a  20-year 
amortization  plan, 

FLOOD  CONTROL 

H,  R.  9210,    Mr.  Smith  of  Yfashington.     Tq  CoTmriitteG  on  Flood 
Control,  Ja.nuary  27, 

To  authorize  a  pre limlnary' examination  and  survey  of  the 
Wasellc  ■^"'-iver  in  Pacific  County,  "IVashington,  vlth  a  view  to 
providing  flood  protection;  and  tho  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
is  authorized  and  directed  to  make  a  preliminary  examination 
and  survey  for  runoff  and  mter-f low  retardation  and  soil 
erosion  prevention,  in  accordance  Ylth  the  Flood  Control  Act 
of  1936. 

H,  R.  9228.    ¥.T,  Scrugham,     To  the  Flood  Control  Committee, 
January  28 , 

To  amend  the  Flood  ^lontrol  --ct  of  1936  (Section  6)  to 
authorize  additional  preliminary  surveys  and  examnations  in 
the  Carson,  Talker,  T^'uckec,  Hui-aboldt,  Virgin,   Ch-f^dnee  Rivers, 

S.  3354,     Ir,   Overtcrx,     To  Committee  on  Commorco,  Jnnuo.ry  31, 
To  am.end  the  Mississippi  River  Flood  Control  -^^ct  so  that 
the  construction  of  the  1' 'organza  Floodi.vay  is  authorized  to  be 
undertaken  as  soon  as  options  at  reasonable  prices  on  75'''^  of 
the  value  of  the  lands,  easements,  and  rights-of-v/ay  for  that 


flood-way  alono  have  been  acquired;  Provided,  That  the  total 
of  such  options  is  not  jrreator  than  ^1,500,000. 


INTERSTATE  CO:^:.CTS. 

H.  J.  Res.  575,    Mr,  ""'(liite  of  Idaho,     To  Coinrdttee  on  Irrip:ation 
and  Reclamticn,  January  26. 

To  grant  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  States  of  Idaho  and 
Yfyoning  to  negotiate  and  enter  into  a  coiripact  or  agreement  pro- 
viding for  an  equitable  division  and  arportionx'ent  of  the  i«jater 
supply  of  the  Snake  River,     ^he  President  is  to  appoint  a 
representative  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  participate 
in  such  negotiations, 

IRRIGATION  I^JD  RECLWATION 

H.  R,  9186,'   I' 'r .  Dompsey.     To  Conirriittee  on  Irrigation  and 
■Reclamation,  January  2  6, 

To  pro-^n.de  for  the  covering  into  the  reclamation  fund 
payments  to  the  ^^nited  States  in  connection  with  any  irrigation 
project  constructed  under  the  ^ureau  of  Reclamation  and  financed 
in  y,hole  or  in  part  mth  m.oney  appropriated  or  allocated  by 
the  Fe  dc  r a  1  '-'ove  rnmicn  t  • 
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TI,     STATS  LT^GISLlTIOIj 
AGRICULT'JE.>J 

Mississippi.     S.B.  267,     Mr,  Bush,     To  Finance  Conimittee, 
February  1, 

To  a'athorize  tho  acquisition  of  lands  for  a  regional  re- 
search laboratory  for  the  develop7nent  of  industrial  uses  for 
agricultural  products.     ■In  appropriation  of  ■'-'''250,000  is  made, 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  nev/  Federal  Agricultural 
Adjustment  Act  approved  February  16,  1938,       See  page  1  for 
digest. 

G0YMM3KT  ORGA^IIZATION 

G-eorgia.     H.B.   27-X.     Tlr,  Parker,     Approved  February  3,  1938. 
Governor's  No,   296,  Lav/s  1937.  ' 

To  create  a  Department  of  Taxation  under  the  direction 
of  a  State  Tax  Gominissioner  for  the  purioose  of  reorganizing 
the  tax  administration  for  the  State,  The  State  Revenue  Com- 
mission is  abolished.  A  State  Board  of  Tax  Appeals  is  also 
created  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  assessments  and  equal- 
izing orders  of  the  Commissioner. 

Mississippi,     H.C.R.  23,    Messrs.  McCoy  and  Owens.     To  Rules 
C  omiiiit  tee,  Janua ry  31, 

To  authorize  the  creation  of  a  .joint  committee  of  the 
legislature  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  consolidating 
and  eliminating,  as  far  as  can  be  done  without  impainnent  of 
efficiency  or  curtailment  of  needed  public  service,  the  various 
bureaus,  departments,  boards  and  commissions  of  the  State. 

New  Jersey,  A.''.  91,  Mr,  Paul.  .  To  Comi'pdttee  on  Miscellaneous 
Business,   January  24. 

To  reorganize  the  administrative  departments  and  agencies 
of  the  State  Government,     Provision  is  made  for  nineteen  de- 
partments, including,  among  others:  Local  Government  Finance, 
Natural  Resources,  Agriculture,  Fish  and  Gam.e  Preservation, 
Hi-'hways,  and  3duoation,  each  administered  bv  an  appointive 
Commissioner  v/hose  term  of  office  is  coextensive  "vith  that  of 
the  Governor  even  if  he  die  or  resign.     The  Governor  is  head 
of  the  Executive  Department,  v/hich  includes  Divisions  of  Plan- 
ning, Alcoholic  Beverage  Control,  State  Police,  Military  and 
Naval ■ Affairs ,  and  State,     Tho  Chairman  of  the  State  Planning 
Board,  which  wdll  continue  to  function  with  its  same  powers 
and  be  a  part  of  the  Executive  Department,  is  made  head  of  the 
Division  of  Planning,     The  Department  of  Local  Government 
Finance  shall  ass-amo  the  duties  now  vested  in  the  State  Auditor 
in  relation  to  m.unicipal  finance  and  accourts.     The  Departm.ent 
of  Natural  Resources  is  to  exercise  tho  functions  noviT  performed 
by  the  Departments  of  Conservation  and  Development,  Board  of 
Shell  Fisheries,  Yfater  Policy  Commission,  the  Port  Raritan 
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ORGASIZ/lTIOK  (Continued) 
Commission,  Passaic  Valley  Flood  Control  Commission,  and 
Department  of  Aviation.     A  Board  of  Conservation  is  to  be 
appointed  to  approve  sales  of  State  lands,  approve  the 
issuance  of  permits  to  develop  water  resources,  and  act  as 
an  appeal  board  from  orders  of  the  Comraissioner  of  Natural 
Resources.     The  Departments  of  Agriculture  and  Education  re- 
main the  same  as  at  present.  similar  bill   (S.B.  69) "was 
introduced  in  the  1937  Regular  Session.     See  Bulletin  8, 
p.  3,  for  digest./ 

Virginia.     H.B.  338,     Mr.  Neff,     To  Committee  on  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns,  February  11. 

To  amend  the  code  (section  2773  et  seq.)  to  provide  an 
additional  complete  form  of  county  organization  and  gorern- 
ment:  namely,  county  commission  form  of  government  in  ad- 
dition to  the  existing  county  executive  form  and  the  county 
manager  form. 

lAm  USE 

Kansas.     S.B.  11-X.    Messrs.  Keef  and  Benson.     To  Committee 
on  Drainage  and  Flood  Control,  February  8.  (introduced 
Janua  ry  3  .  ) 

To  create  three  land  and  water  conservancy  districts, 
with  defined  boundaries,  whose  territory  roughly  covers  the 
State.     Each  di strict '  created,  by  this  act  is  to  be  a  body 
politic  and  corporate,  and  is  vested  with  jurisdiction,  for 
the  purposes  of  this  act,  over  the  waters  of  the  State  of 
Kansas,  subject  to  the  superior  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  over  navigable  waters.     Each  district  is  to  conserve 
the  natural  resources  of  land  and  water,  through  preventing 
floods,  providing  for  irrigation,  preventing  soil  erosion, 
storing  and  impounding 'water  in  the  streams,  and  promioting 
navigation,  irrigation,  power  development,  recreation,  and  ' 
the  conservation  of  wildlife.     In  carrying  out  their  duties, 
the  districts  are  authorized  to  purchase,   or  acquire  by 
eminent  domain,  necessary  rights  and  interests  in  property, 
to  exercise  control  over  natural  watercourses  and  to  make 
such  construction  projects  as  may  be  necessary.     Taxes  ©n 
taxable  property  in  the  district  may  be  collected  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  Ccirrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  act.  Agree- 
ments may  be  entered  into  with  the  United  States,  cr  any  State 
or  agency,  to  build  and  construct  any  necessary  improvements, 
/rhis  bill  (reported  in  Bulletin  4,  page  5)  Y/as  introduced 
in  the  Regular  Session  of  1937,  and  passed  both  Houses  with 
certain  variations.     The  conference  report  on  the  disagreements 
of  the, two  Houses  was,  however,  rejected  and  the  bill  died./ 

Mississippi.     H.B.  436.     Mr.  Collon.     To  Highv/ay  Committee, 
February  2. 

To  encourage  and  assist  land  ovmers  properly  to  terrace 
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PMNIl^G  AND  ZONING  (Continued) 

and  ditch  their  agricultural  lands  and  cooperate  with  iJhe 
Federal  Government  in  soil  ercsioTi  work.    The  State  Con- 
servation Comiaitteo  shall,  upon  v.Titten  application  of  the 
owners  of  land  aggregating  7500  acres  in  any  coimty,  appoint 
a  county  soil  erosion  coiitmittee  to  cooperate  with  the  county 
agent  in  soil  erosion  work  v^ithin  the  co^'onty  and  with  all 
agencies  of  the  State  or  Federal  Government  engaged  in  the 
prevention  of  soil  erosion;  to  recommend  to  the  Board  cf 
Supervisors  the  purchase  of  proper  machinery  and  supplies  for 
ditching  and  terracing]  to  approve  contracts  or  agreements 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  the  labor  to  operate  such 
machinery;  to  approve  the  costs  to  la.ndowners  for  the  work 
performed  and  supervise  such  performance;  and  to  make  recom- 
mendations to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  necessary  taxes  to 
maintain  a  soil  erosion  fund  to  finance  such  operations.  Con- 
tracts for  work  on  lands  m.ay  not  be  approved  or  performed 
unless  taxes  are  paid  up  to  date.     Provision  is  made  that' in 
the  event  the  Board  cf  Supervisors  fails  to  advertise  for 
bids  to  purchase  machinery  the  committee  may  hold  a  special 
election  therefor.     Costs  of  performing  soil  erosion  work  are 
to  be  assessed  against  the  property  as  an  improvement  tax. 

PLANNING  .u:D  ZONING 

Georgia,     H.B.  305-X.     Special  Session.       ,,\pproved  January  26. 
1938.'  '  ■  ■  ' 

Virginia.     H.B.  189.    Mr.  Miller.     To  Committee  on  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Tovms,   January  31. 

To  enable  the  boards  of  supervisors  or  other  governing 
bodies  of  the  various  counties  of  the  State  to  adopt  and  en- 
force zoning  regulations  in  the  unincorporated  portions  there- 
of for  the  purpose  of  controlling  residence,  agriculture, 
forestry,  trade,  and  the  size,  height,  etc.,  of  buildings. 
The  powers  granted  in  this  act  may  be  exercised  by  any  county 
only  after  the  appointment  of  a  Coimty  Planning  Commission 
authorized  by  Chapter  427  of  the  Lax\fs  of  1936,  v/hich  Commission 
is  designated  to  serve  as  Zoning  Comraission.     The  establish- 
ment,  composition  and  specific  powers  of  the  board  of  appeals 
is  discretionary.     Further  authority  is  given  to  appoint  a 
special  zoning  enforcing  officer.     It  is  provided  tha.t  the 
discontinuance  of  a  non-conforming  use  entails  the  immediate 
loss  of  the  right  to  non-conf crmance. 

PUBLIC  FINMCE 

NeviT  Jersey.   'S.B.  17.     Mr.  Hendricks  on.       Approved  February 
2,  Laws  1938,  Ch.  5 ,  '  ' 

To  appropriate  (jl,  706, 811. 44  for  the  support  of  free  pub- 
lic schools.     This  sum  is  appropriated  in  order  that  all 
school  districts  shall  receive  from  State  apportionments  for 
the  school  year  1937-38  the  quotas  prescribed  by  lav;  (sec. 
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PUBLIC  FINAi.!CE  (Continued) 

18:10-22  et  soq.  Rev.  Stats.)  and  an  amount  equivalent  to 
three  cents  for  each  day  of  school  attendance. 

New  Jersey,   'S.B.  16.     Mr.  Hendrickscn,      Approved  February 
Z,  Lav^s  1958,  Ch.  4. 

The  money  appropriated  under  Ch.  5  of  the  Laxvs  of  1938 
shall  be  distributed  by  the  Comraissioner  of  Education  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law  in  order  that  the  several  school 
districts  of  this  State  may  be  paid  the  full  amount  of  the 
quotas  provided  (by  sec.  18:10-22  et  seq  of  Rev.  Stats.)  and 
an  amount  equivalent  to  three  cents  a  day  for  each  day  of 
school  ".tt  en  dance  in  the   several  school  districts. 

PUBLIC  LrU'IDS 

Mississippi.     PI. Bo  130.    Mr,  "i/iTiite,        Approved  February  8, 
193_8 . 

To  amend  the  law  (Laws  1935  Ex,  Sess.  Ch.  58)  relating 
to  the  leasf  of  Sixteenth  Section  Agricultural  Lands  by 
authorizing  the  Superintendents  of  Education  of  the  various 
counties  in  the  State  to  waive  the  lien  for  rent  on  agricul- 
tural -oroducts  grown  on  such  lands  during  the  years  1938  and 
1939. 

RE.lL  PROPERTY 

Massachusetts.  H.B.  1086,  Mr,  F&ley,  To  State  Administration 
C  ommit tee,  Janua ry  19. 

To  create  a  Real  Estate  Commission  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  and  licensing  real  estate  sa.lesmen  and  brokers. 

Mississippi.    H.B.  152.    llessrs.  Le^^gett  and  Brown.  To 

Judiciary  Committee,   January  13, 

To  grant  relief  from  inequitable  foreclosure  of  mort- 
gages, by  the  esto.bli  slment  of  a  procedure  in  lieu  of  fore- 
closure whereby  for  a  period  of  two  years  all  or  a  reasonable  ' 
part  of  the  income  or  rental  value,  as  determined  by  the  court, 
shall  be  paid  toward  the  taxes,  insurance,  interest  on  the 
mortgage,  and  upkeep  at  times  and  in  a  manner  fixed  by  the 
court o    After  the  expiration  of  two  years,  if  the  principal 
and  any  past  due  interest,  taxes,  etc,  have  not  been  paid,  a 
final  order  of  sale  may  be  made. 

Ti\XES 

Kansas.     K.C.R.   2-X  and  H.C.R.  3-X.     Mr,  Crum  and  Messrs. 
C-eeslin  and  Fowler,  respectively.     Introduced  Februp.ry  11. 
To  Judiciary  Committee, 

To  am.end  the  constitution  (sec.  1  of  art',  11)  to  exempt 
from  taxation  real  estate  and  improvements  thereon. 

Mississippi,     S.B.  134,     Mr,  Leggett,     To  Committee  on  Consti- 
tution, Februa.ry  1, 

To  authorize  the  State  Tax  Comraission  to  negotiate  an 


TAXES  (Continued) 

agreement  v/ith  the  United  States  for  payments  of  siuns  in  lieu 
of  taxes  on  lands  in  the  State  acquired  by  the  United  States 
for  rural  rehabilitation  or  resettlement  projects o  /Co- 
operation with  United  States  under  public  law  845-74th  Con- 
gress, 40  U.S.C.A.  par.  432./ 

Mississippi.     S.B.   ?.59.     Mr,  Barnett.     To  Finance  Committee, 
February  1. 

To  exem.pt  from  all  coutity  and  special  district  taxes  the 
homestead  of  every  resident  head  nf  a  family,  to  the  extent  of 
$3,000  of  the  assessed  value  thereof,  the  quantity  of  land 
exem-pted  not  to  exceed  160  acres.     The  exemptions  shall  apply 
to  the  assessments  made  during  the  year  1938  and  all  subse- 
quent years. 

Mississippi.     S,C.R.  12,  H.C.Ro  3,  and  H.C.Ro   24.     Mr.  Harper, 
Messrs.   Cockrell  andWallls,  and  tir.  Lec^gett,  respectively. 
To  Constitution  Comraittee,  January  6  and  24. 

To  am.end  the  constitution  to  provide  that  the  homestead 
of  any  resident  of  the  Steite  be  exempt  from  ad  valorem  taxes, 
except  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  charges  on  debts  already 
incurred,  or  on  refunded  bonds  and  interest  in  lieu  of  bonds 
and  interest  already  incurred,  against  said  homestead. 

Mississippi,     S.C.R.  18.     Mr.  Harper,     Intr-iduced  February  7. 

To  amend  the  constitution  (sec,  112)  to  empower  the 
legislature  "to  provide  for  the  assessment  of  property  for 
taxation,  to  le^/y  taxes  and  excises,  to  exempt  from  ad  valorem 
taxes  homesteads  as  defined  by  and  under  the  conditions  pro- 
vided by  law,  and  to  exempt  fromi  ad  valorem  taxes  other 
property  not  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  section  182  of 
this  constitution." 

Ohio.     S.Bo  414-XX,     Mr.  Lav>/rence<,      Approved  February  14, 
1938.  ■  ' 

To  provide  for  the  creation  of  a  tax  and  revenue  com- 
mission for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  tax  and  revenue 
situation  in  Ohio.     The  commission  shall  also  study  the 
revenue  situation  and  the  m.ethods  of  procedure  in  other  States 
in  lev;;)7-ing  and' collecting  taxes.     It  shall  determine  upon  the 
m.ost  equitable,   just  and  productive  forms  of  taxation  suitable 
to  Ohio,  prepare  a  report  with  recommendations,  and  submit  the 
draft  of  proposed  legislation  deemed  necessary  to  carry  out 
its  recommendations.     The  commission  shall  complete  its  work 
and  submit  its  reporb  with  proposed  legislation  to  the  Governor 
and  legislature  by  December  15,  1938.     The  suan  of  .'';-.50,000  is 
appropriated  to  finance  the  study. 
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T jtXE  S  ( C  ont  inu  e  d ) 

Ohio.     3.  420-XX.     Mr.  I.^etcalf.       Approved  February  14,  1958. 

To  create  a  conjnission  for  tho  purpose  of  making  a  study 
and  survey  of  the  delinquent  tax  situation  in  the  State,'  The 
Coramission  is  to  study  the  causes  of  present  delinquency,  and 
the  abuses  in  the  assessment  privileges  of  political  sub- 
divisions, and  to  prepare  and  reconunend  legislation  designed 
to  secure  prorapt  liquidation  of  present  delinquencies  and 
prevent  future  accumulation ' of  delinquent  taxes.     Keport  shall 
be  made  as  soon  as  possible,  but  not  later  than  December  31, 
1939.     ?;17,500  is  appropr-iated  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the 
Comjais  s  ion. 


South  Carolina,     H«B.  1458,     I'/Ir.  Greer.     To  Vfays  and  I'.feans 
Committee,   January  21. 

To'amend  the  constitution  (art,  3,   sec.   28)  to  increase 
from  ?|^1,000  to  |2,000  the  tax  exemption  on  homestead  lands. 


H.  A.  HOCKLEY 


